Stanley Hospital, Liverpool. Intestinal Obstruction; Beneficial Action of the External Application of Belladonna by Costine, D.
500
NATIONAL ORTHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL.
A CASE OF SPINA BIFIDA SUCCESSFULLY TREATED BY IN-
JECTION OF DR. MORTON’S IODO-GLYCERINE SOLUTION.
(Under the care of Mr. E. MUIRHEAD LITTLE.)
MARGARET E-, aged three weeks, was first seen at the
hospital last May, with spina bifida in the lumbar region,
and strongly-marked congenital talipes varus on both sides.
The tumour in the back was some three inches in diameter,
and nearly circular ; its walls, except close to the periphery,
were very thin and transparent, and of a bluish membranous
appearance. At the summit, which was raised more than
an inch from the surface of the back, was a granulating sore,
the size of a halfpenny. The cleft in the bones appeared to
extend between the second lumbar and second sacral ver-
tebrae. The child was pale and sickly-looking, with a some-
what large head. The tumour seemed in no way affected
when the child cried. The mother stated that the tumour
was increasing in size, and that the child moved its lower
limbs very little. She was fully alive to the precarious con-
dition of the patient, and readily consented to an operation
as affording some chance of cure.
The mother and infant were admitted on June 1st. On
the same day the tumour was aspirated and six drachms of
clear fluid were withdrawn, and a pad and bandage were
lightly applied. The sac was left three-quarters full. On
the 3rd the sac had refilled and was again aspirated, and
one ounce and a half ot fluid was withdrawn. The child
was very restless for several days and started at slight
excitation. Cried constantly. On the 14th she was in her
usual health. The sac was again aspirated and six drachms
of fluid were removed. On the 21st the tumour was as
large as ever. Half the contents was removed with the
aspirator, and twenty minims of Morton’s solution were
injected. No bad symptoms followed injection. Next day
the tumour was redder and more opaque; the sore was
smaller. On the 23rd to be out-patient. Oa the 27th the
tumour was much smaller and firmer. The sore was healed.
The tumour having ceased to shrink, thirty minims of the 
solution were injected on the 28th. Collodion was applied
on lint.
From this date the tumour rapidly shrank, and in two
weeks had disappeared. The skin had much advanced over
the surface, but there was still a membranous portion near
the centre. A light truss was ordered as a protection, and
the treatment of the talipes subsequently proceeded with.
The necessary operations have produced no bad symptoms
and the child’s general health has improved.
Notes by Mr. LITTLE.-In any future case I should be
inclined to discard attempts to obtain a cure by simple
aspiration, but inject the iodine solution at once. The
former plan was advocated by Dr. Morton in his original
paper, but I am not aware whether or no he still follows it.
I am indebted to the courtesy of my colleague Mr. Fisher
for the opportunity of treating this case in the hospital.
STANLEY HOSPITAL, LIVERPOOL.
INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION; BENEFICIAL ACTION OF THE
EXTERNAL APPLICATION OF BELLADONNA.
(Under the care of Dr. COSTINE.)
FOR the following notes we are indebted to Mr. Charles
Morton, house-surgeon :-
A man, aged thirty-five, was admitted on December 28tb,
1882, suffering from obstinate constipation. The bowels
had not been opened for fourteen days, with the exception
of a little scybala passed after enemata occasionally. Until
a fortnight ago the bowels had always been open regularly.
The insuperable constipation had not been accompanied at
its commencement by any acute symptoms, nor had blood
ever been passed per anus. There was no history of hiq ever
having had hepatic colic. There had been loss of flesh of late.
For a fortnight he had vomited occasionally ; had had much
pain in his abdomen. The belly was much distended, but the
walls were not tense. At times there was a soft, defined
swelling in the right iliac region about the size of the c&aelig;cum..
No lumps or bowel could be felt; there was no hernia.
Nothing abnormal coutd be felt per rectum ; a large quantity
of fluid could be injected. He had taken all kinds of
purgatives before admission, without any action of the
bowels being produced by them. Ordered one grain of
opium every six hours ; also cold, strong beef-tea and milk in
small quantities often. Next day he was free from vomit-
ing and pain in the abdomen ; bowels not open. On the
31st there was great prostration; the pulse was intermittent,
frequent, and there was faecal vomiting; indeed, death
seemed fast approaching. Ordered plenty of strong beef-tea
and six ounces of brandy in twenty-four hours, and one
ounce of belladonna ointment spread on a large poultice to
be applied over the abdomen, and repeated frequently. Great
emaciation had taken place in the last few days.
On Jan. 1st he had a large liquid evacuation. There was
no pain in the abdomen, though the f&aelig;cal vomiting con.
tinued. He seemed a little less collapsed. On the fol.
lowing day the bowels were still freely open, and there was
no vomiting.
From this time he continued to improve ; but on the 5th
and 6th the bowels were not opened, and there was a return
of rather severe abdominal pain. Castor oil failed to open
the bowels ; but the constipation and pain were removed by
return to the old treatment of the external application of
belladonna and the internal administration of small doses of
opium. He left the hospital on Jan. 10th.
Remarks by Dr. COSTINE-IT is often very difficult to
say in any case whether recovery be due to any special
method of treatment; and perhaps in this case the obstruc.
tion might have been overcome without the belladonna, but
for fourteen days the bowels were unable to empty them.
selves downwards, the patient was evidently dying, and
the only alteration in treatment other than the applica-
tion of the belladonna was to give brandy, so that I think
the strong probability is that the belladonna saved his life.
The belladonna was first applied during the afternoon, and
the bowels were opened the same evening.
Medical Societies.
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.
President’s Address.-Poisoning b!J Citrate of Caffeine.-
Diffusion of illedicinal Agents izz the Atmosphere.
AT the meeting on the 12th inst., the chair was taken by
the newly elected president, Sir JOSEPH FAYRER, who gave
a brief opening address. After thinking the Fellows for the
honour conferred upon him, and referring to the variety and
value of the work done by the Society, and the satisfactory
condition in which it was at present, he alluded to the new
extension of the buildings, the accomplishment of which had
been aided by the liberal manner in which a former Pre-
sident, whose munificence has made his name familiar as a
household word, had come forward to their help, and he
trusted that restored health would one day permit them to
meet Sir Erasmus Wilson in the rooms which owe so much
to his liberality. Sir Joseph then spoke of the catholic
aims of the Society, and of the work done in the past year,
paying a warm tribute to the Lettsomian Lecturer, Dr. San-
som. Among the subjects especially demanding attention
was that of the causal relations of minute organisms to
disease, of which they had already had contributions from
Drs. Whipham and Heneage Gibbes as regards tuberculosis,
about which much still remains to be determined. The
probability that many other diseases depend on micro-
organisms adds greatly to the necessity for continued ob-
servation and the true interpretation of observed facts. The
subject of antiseptic surgery and its relation to the germ
theory still afforded field for inquiry. The subjects of para-
sitic diseases, of the etiology of fevers, of tropical diseases,
the value of alcohol, the histogenesis of cancer, were indicated
as matters which were still open questions for debate, and
the address concluded with an exhortation to the Fellows
to contribute by their communications to the scientific and
practical advancement of medical knowledge.
Dr. RouTH read notes of a case of Poisoning by Citrate
of Caffeine. The drug had been prescribed in drachm doses
three times a day for the relief of severe headache in a man
under treatment for debility. Bishop’s effervescent prepara-
tion was intended, but the pure drug was sent. Fifty minutes
after taking one powder he complained of burning sensation
in the throat, of giddiness ; there was vomiting and purging
